Implementing Rules and Regulations
Pursuant to Republic Act 8485
“The Animal Welfare Act of 1998”

REPUBLIC ACT 8485; AN ACT TO PROMOTE ANIMAL WELFARE IN THE
PHILIPPINES OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “THE ANIMAL WEL FARE ACT OF
1993"

WHEREAS, Section 3 of Republic Act of 8485, othewise known as “The Animd
Wedfae Act of 1998" hereindfter refered to as RA 8485 and dgned into lav on
February 11, 1998, mandates “The director may cdl upon any government agency for
assisance condstent with its powers, duties and responsbilities for the purpose of
enauring effective and efficient implementation of the Act and the rules and regulaions
promulgated thereunder”;

WHEREAS, Section 5 of RA 8485 further mandates “There is hereby created a
Committee on Animd Wedfare, hereinafter referred to as The Commiittee, attached to the
Depatment of Agriculture which shdl be subject to the approvd of the Secretary of the
Depatment of Agriculture, issue the necessary rules and regulations for the drict
implementation of the provisons of this Act, incuding the setting of safety and sanitary
gandards within Thirty (30) calendar days following its gpprova”;

WHEREAS, Section 10 of RA 8485 st the effectivity of RA 8485 a 15 days dfter the
publication in a least two (2) newspapers of generd circulation”; and

WHEREAS, the Secretary of Agriculture, hereinafter referred to as the Secretary, crested
a Multisectord, Inter-Office and Inter-Depatmentd, Committee on Animd Wedfare
whose firg task was to draft the IRR pursuant to RA 8485. The Committee met often and
worked intengvely, submitting severd drafts up to a find verdon of the IRR and its
pertinent sections. The various versons were discussed in conferences and hearings with
representatives of dl concerned parties and sakeholders, both private and public.

NOW, THEREFORE, thexe IRR ae heréby issued to guide the Depatment of
Agriculture, hereingfter referred to as Department of the Bureau of Anima Indudtry, here
meatter referred to as the Bureau, and al other concerned departments, offices, agencies
and gakeholders, in the implementation of RA 8485.

A.IMPLEMENTING RULESAND REGULATIONS

Rule 1. These rules and regulations shdl be referred to as the “The Implementing Rules
and Regulation Pursuant to Republic Act 8485".

Rule 2. To fadlitate the implementation of Section 1,234,6,7 and 8 of RA 8485, sved
task forces are hereby created to formulate the various rules and regulations for the
regigration, ingpection and monitoring of pet shop, kennds, veteinary dinics veterinary



hospitds, stockyards corrd, sud fams or dock fam, or zoo for the breeding, animd
experimentation, treetment, sde or trading, training and trangport of animas.

The task forces shdl be composed of representatives from the concemed agencies and
organizations. The committee dhdl review the output of the task forces for
recommendation to the Secretary. Upon the gpprova by the Secretary of various rules
and regulaions, the Task Forces shdl cease to exis. Please refer to Annex A for the
composition of the Task Forces.

Rule 3. The Secretary shdl organize a divison in the BAI which shdl be cdled Animd

Wefare Divison hereindter refared to as the Divison to Implement Sections 1,2,34,6,7
and 8 of RA 8485. The Divison shdl have the following powers and functions:

a) Enforce the rules and regulations formulated by the Committee and gpproved
by the Secretary to implement;

b) Egablish an  Ingpection and Monitoring Sysem to ensure  effective
implementation of RA 8485;

C) Egablish and mantan a daabase survellance and management information
system on animd welfare in the country;

d Undetake Researches and surveys to support regidration, ingpection and
monitoring system;

€) Levy and collect feesfor the regigtration, ingpection and monitoring system;

f) Deputize pasonnd from the regiond fidd units locd government units and
certain veterinary professonasto asss in the implementation of this Act;

0 Act as Secretariat to the Committee; and

h) Prepare the Terms of Reference, Workplan and Budget for gpprova and
financing by the Secretary

B. EFFECTIVITY

Rule 4. Thee IRR ghdl teke effect seven (7) cdendar days after publication in
newspaper of generd circulation.

C. FINAL PROVISIONS
Rule5. All exiding rues and reguldions orders circulas and memoranda or
parts thereof issued by the Depatment inconsgent with the provisons of these IRR
are 0 hereby repeated or modified accordingly.
Rule 6. In case any provisons or portion of these IRR is declared uncongtitutiona
by a competet court, other provisons or portions thereof which are not affected
thereby shall continue to be in full force and effect.
APPROVED this 18" day of May 1998,
. T
SALVADOR H. ESCUDERO L
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